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Big6(tm) is a systematic approach to information problem-solving developed by Michael B. Eisenberg and Robert E. Berkowitz in the mid-1980’s. 
The first step in any research project to define what you are doing.  Usually, this is done in undergraduate classes through an assignment.  Task definition is then : “5-20 page paper on….”   Most projects seek to answer a question posed by the student: “What Caused the Civil War?”  would seek to identify causes, and then the final presentation of the paper might then be, “Some Causes of the Civil War.”








Once the task is understood the research must think where information might be found to help and in what formats?  Where information is found depends largely on the nature of the task.  Does the project require reading books, gathering statistics, conducting surveys, or doing field research?  What are the best ways for me to find the information I need?”








Where to find, and how to use, the resources needed for your project. A good starting place is usually a basic work (like an encyclopedia), or an introductory work.  Note the references and notes for other important works or authors.  Information may be in print, online, on CD-Rom, or in video formats.  Make complete notes of information of interest to your project.








Information found contributes to the development of your paper.  Use of work you did not create, copying of text you did not write, or use of images without the permission of their creator is not appropriate.  To “cut and paste” information for a webpage directly into your document and claiming it as your own is one form of plagiarism.  Other forms include lifting whole sections from another’s work, using copyrighted materials without permission, and other similar forms.








The purpose of  this work is to inform the researcher by surveying what others say, comparing and contrasting  present work  to the views of others, and then presenting a view that reflects the students own ideas.   Use others words but correctly credit them or their work as influencing your ideas.








Once the project is finished think about what worked, what didn’t work, and how and why the next project can be improved.   What was learned in this experience?  Create better notes?  Read more sources? Start earlier?  Whatever it was, learn from it, and incorporate it into the next research project.








---www.Big6.com. Used by permission.
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